
From the Science Olympiad Team: 

Dear Fellow Parents, 

 

There is nothing quite as exciting as seeing our kids win awards and receive recognition for 

their talents.  This past season was a rewarding one in which we watched our Sci Oly Team 

reclaim its role as the leading team in the county by winning first place at the Los Angeles 

Regional Competition.  Winning is fun! The team also made a good showing at the State 

Science Olympiad Competition, winning seventh place (so close to the Top 6!).  The team 

could not have made it this far without the support of overworked Mr. Maine, a former 

parent who continues to volunteer (Bob) and, of course, support from their parents at home. 

 

This coming season, the team will need our support more than ever.  What we lack and 

what other schools have are mentors to provide advice, coach, and support the team.  We 

need volunteer mentors for the study events where students study a particular topic and 

then take a test at the day of the competition.  We also need people to help out with the 

building events which involve preparation, construction and testing of designs prior to the 

competition.  This is a special opportunity to deepen the students understanding in science 

and engineering not taught in the regular classroom.  

 

A mentor can be a parent, a college student, a former Sci Oly student, an industry 

professional, a retiree, a teacher, nurse, doctor…. We need people with background, 

experience and/or an interest in science, engineering, and math topics who can devote on 

average 4 hours per month to mentor small groups of students from August to April.   A 

mentor helps organize the content of the work or studies with suggested time frame, and 

assists each individual student with their specific needs.  Mentoring may involve classroom 

visits as well as working remotely to assist students researching references on specific 

topics, answering their questions as they study.  Many of you have the background and 

expertise on some of these topics or know someone who does.  So please get involved, 

volunteer as mentor or help find mentors.  

 

HERE is an unofficial list of topics for the 2015-2016 competition.  Please take a look and 

let us know whether you or someone you know can mentor students for one or more 

events.  The official events will be announced by mid-summer.  Therefore, we would like to 

have our volunteer mentors lined up by the time school begins in August.  

 

Please contact us if you are able to help out volunteering or recruiting volunteers. 

 

Ayse Alpay (Hakan’s mom) – 818-912-0023 – ayse1alpay@gmail.com 

Kim Chi Bui (Emily Filkin’s mom) – 310-663-1060 – kimchibui@earthlink.net 
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